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150,000 horse-power ; and a gigantic Tata scheme is contemplated in the
huge valley of the Koyna river. As a result of the completion of these
schemes, which operate as a unit under one management and have a
combined normal capacity of 246,000 3horse-powei% the handicap imposed
upon Bombay by the absence of coal in its vicinity will be entirely re-
moved ; while the substitution of electricity for steam will also consider-
ably alleviate conditions of public health in Bombay, whose 'cotton mills
and other factories consume about 150,000 horse-power. The G.I.P. and
B.B. & CJ. Railways get their supply of electrical energy for their sub-
urban electrification from this source, as ailso Thana, Kalyan and Greater
Poona. Another important hydro-electric venture is the Mandi scheme
in the Punjab which, when completely carried out, is expected to supply
such enormous quantities of power that it will be able to serve a very
large number of industrial centres and will be able to serve distant
places like Delhi. The scheme came into operation in 1933. In Madras,
which is even more seriously handicapped by the absence of coal than
Bombay, certain interesting developments have taken place in recent
years. The Pykara hydro electric scheme, which was started by the
Madras Government at the end of 1929, is now in operation. The waters
utilized for the development of the scheme are taken from the Pykara
river which drains from the Nilgiri plateau. The Mettur hydro-electric
scheme, which is combined with the famous Mettur Irrigation Project,
is capable of a maximum output of 60,000 horse-power. The scheme
came into operation in 1933. The Madras Government has recently
(1938) sanctioned the Papanasam hydro-electric scheme, intended to
utilize the Tambraparni river falls in the Tinnevelly district. Other
interesting projects are the Ganges Canal Hydro-electric Grid Project
and other schemes in the United Provinces, which will carry electrical
power to a large number of towns and villages and will assist greatly
in the development of rural areas.1 In recent years the increasing
demand from power consumers and the continuance of its policy of
industrial development have led the Mysore Government to sanction
the construction of a Power Station at the Shimsha Falls (since com-
pleted) for the production of 23,000 horse-power, and the construction
of a power station at the Jog Falls for the production of 24,000 horse-
power. It may be added that the location of India's Jirst aircraft factory
at Bangalore was largely influenced lby the availability of cheap electrical
pother. The Hyderabad State has started several hydro-electric schemes,
taking advantage of its favourable position owing to the largest rivers
of the Deccan, the Godavari, the Kistna and the Tungrabhadra, flowing
through the Dominions. On 28 February 1945, the Tnngabhadra Pro-
ject was inaugurated. The undertaking, estimated to cost Rs. 20 -crores,
marks the culmination of protracted negotiations extending over half a
century between the Hyderabad (Deccan) and Madras Governments
1 Indian   Year  Book  (1941-2),  p.   382,